j.   Geographical Nationality

The impact of British capitalism brought with it
an emphasis upon national consciousness. The first Euro-
peans who came to India were eager to meet Indians on
human terms. Soon this was replaced by a mutual aloofness
that sundered all bonds of intercourse. In spite of physical
contiguity, the two people are today separated by a vast
mental distance. The nearer England came with improve-
ment in the means of communication, the more the English-
man drew away from things Indian. The more the British
withdrew into themselves, the more marked became their
separateness from the people of the country.

Some of the earlier Europeans were eager to become
Indians and some Indians were carried away by enthusiasm
for everything British, After the British settled down
into a separate caste, their separateness provoked reaction
in the country. The legend of the solitary Englishman
dressing for dinner was met by the myth of the inscrutable
Indian who defied the bonds of flesh. The spiritual Indian
was opposed to the material Englishman. The more the
British emphasised their own nationality, the stronger
grew the sense of nationality among Indians.

Emphasis upon the uniqueness of British nationality
and culture necessarily provoked a consciousness of Indian
nationality. Though the economic implications of political
subjugation were not always realised, a spirit of intense
patriotism developed. From the former repudiation of
everything Indian, the reaction led to a blind adoration
of the past. Indian renaissance was often lost in mere
revivalism. Nationalism served as a pretext for reviving
old superstitions. Even today, we have not fully passed
that stage. The curious amalgam of politics, religion and
social superstitions that at times shocks scientific students
may be attributed to this perverted nationalism, The idea
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